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28th, simultaneous departure of the three columns for the
capital'. By following the adventures of each of these three
columns it may be seen that this part of the plan was not
carried out at all.
The Marquis Dino Perrone Compagni, who commanded
the second column, arrived at Civitavecchia just before
midday on October 28, and found the fascist squads of the
provinces of Pisa, Lucca, Leghorn and Tuscan Maremma
already in Santa Marinella. No preparations for billeting
them in this tiny place had been made, and it was pouring
with rain. The Carrara squads had been delayed by
difficulties met with chiefly during the occupation of Massa.
They had to be waited for, and did not appear until the
next day, the sgth. Moreover, no trains could go on to
Rome, because, on orders from the capital, the regular
troops had torn up yards of rail.
At the Monterotondo-Mentana rallying point (III) about
2000 men arrived during the night of the 27th from upper
Latium, c in every sort of conveyance, lorries, antediluvian
motor cars, bicycles, carts of every description, and some on
foot'. But the forces from the north were held up at
Orte, on the Florence-Rome main line, where the line had
been torn up by the troops. One train, bringing three
thousand men from Siena, by going back and using another
line, managed to get to Monterotondo towards noon. In
addition five hundred men arrived from Orvieto during the
course of the day, three hundred from Sabina, and the first
Florentine legion with two thousand men. Lieutenant
Igliori, c seeing his little army beginning to grow, cast about
for food and lodging '. On the evening of the 28th Italo
Balbo arrived from Rome, where he had gone to find out
what was going on, and was back on his way to Perugia.
Igliori * told him that he had not yet had any news from
headquarters, and that the continual arrival of new forces
was making his position impossible '. But they had to wait
until the railway line was repaired, so that the contingents
coming from Tuscany and Bologna could leave Orte and
get to Monterotondo.
The concentration of 8000 men under Giuseppe Bottai
at the Tivoli and Valmontone meeting place (IV) comprising